Keeping Horse Records- Tips for getting organized

Breeders and owners that have horses need to keep records on their horses. Here are some tips to keep easy records all in one place.
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FILE Storage- Choose a place that is easy access and you know where it is at all times. It could be a file drawer, a box or file cabinet. Keep all your horse records in one place. Mark it “Horse Records” if it is a box or drawer so you know what that box or drawer is for. Make a file folder for each horse with his/her name and reg# as label. All horse files go into that one drawer, box or file cabinet.
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Individual Horse file folders- Keep the registration papers, DNA reports, vet records, Bill of Sale receipts, worming, farrier care, awards, articles, breeding reports, breeding certificates, special features about that individual horse in his/her file. When you need something for that horse just pull the file and everything is right there. The file folder could also be an 8x11 envelope or Priority mailer or regular manila file folder. Just be sure to mark it with horses name & reg#.
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Breeders files- Breeders must keep breeding certificates on all horses bred, both mares and stallions. Fill out a breeding certificate on each horse, page 2 of registration form, or the long form breeding certificate. File this in the horses file, include signatures, dates bred and how bred. Also keep a stallion report each year for every mare he breeds, dates, mare name, etc. Keep this in the stallions file until time to send to ICHO for yearly reports. 
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Recording Births- All births need recorded for date of birth, an easy way to do this is to mark on the calendar the day it happens and then transfer the data to the horses file, make a new file for each new foal. Record birth date, sire and dam, color at birth, if curly or SC and take photos (front, rear, both right and left sides) and keep in their  file.  Then when it is time to register you have all the data already recorded and photos ready as well.
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When everything is done ahead of time it makes registration and transfer so much easier because you have everything you need at your fingertips. Take the stress out of record keeping and paperwork and have more time for fun things like grooming and riding your horse (
